Happy Gentle Giant

grdane.com



A Step-by-Step Positive Training Course for Happy
Obedience

Welcome to The Happy Gentile Giant! This course is desighed to help
you and your furry friend build a joyful, trusting relationship using
positive reinforcement techniques. Whether you’re a first-time great
dane owner or looking to refine your training skills, this report will
guide you step-by-step toward creating a happy, well-behaved
companion. Let’s jump in!



Module 1: Setting the Foundation for Positive
Training

Lesson 1: Understanding Your Great Dane's Behavior
What makes your Great Dane tick?

Learn the basics of canine behavior and body language. Recognize
signs of happiness, stress, and confusion in your Great Dane.

Understanding canine behavior and body language is essential for building a
strong bond with your Great Dane and ensuring their well-being. Here's a
guide to recognizing signs of happiness, stress, and confusion in Great
Danes:

Signs of Happiness in Great Danes:

1. Relaxed Body Posture: Loose muscles, a slightly open mouth, and a
wagging tail indicate a calm and content Great Dane.

2. Soft Eyes: Gentle, blinking eyes show trust and comfort.

3. Wiggly Movements: Whole-body wagging or a "happy dance" when
they greet you or anticipate something fun.

4. Play Bow: Front legs are stretched forward, and the rear end up
signaling readiness to play.

5. Engaged and Curious: Eagerly sniffing, exploring, and engaging with
their surroundings.

Signs of Stress in Great Danes:

1. Tucked Tail: A tail tucked between their legs is a classic sign of fear
or stress.



. Yawning or Lip Licking: Frequent yawning or licking lips when not

eating can be a stress signal.

. Panting or Drooling: Excessive panting may indicate anxiety,

especially when not hot.

. Avoidance Behaviors: Turning away, hiding, or avoiding eye contact

suggests they are trying to escape a stressful situation.

. Pacing or Restlessness: Repetitive movements or an inability to

settle can indicate they are uneasy.

Signs of Confusion in Great Danes:

1.

Tilted Head: Tilting their head as if trying to understand a sound or
command.

. Frozen Posture: Stopping suddenly and looking unsure of what to do

next.

. Repeated Behaviors: Actions like sitting or pawing as they try to

figure out what’s being asked.

. Whining or Barking: Vocalizations that seem questioning or

frustrated.

. Looking to You for Cues: Seeking eye contact or standing close to

you when they are uncertain.

Tips for Responding to Your Great Dane’s Signals:

1.

For Happiness: Encourage and reinforce positive behavior with praise
and treats.

. For Stress: Remove or minimize stressors. Offer a quiet, safe space

and comfort them without overwhelming them.

. For Confusion: Be patient and use clear, consistent cues. Simplify

commands and offer encouragement.



By paying attention to these signals, you can better understand and meet
your Great Dane's needs, creating a harmonious and trusting relationship.

Why does your Great Dane act the way they do?

Great Danes act the way they do for various reasons tied to their instincts,
genetics, environment, and individual experiences. Here's a breakdown of
the key factors influencing canine behavior:

1. Instinctual Drives

Great Danes are influenced by instincts inherited from their wild ancestors.
These drives shape behaviors such as:

e Hunting/Chasing: Predatory instincts lead to chasing moving
objects, like balls or squirrels.

e Territoriality: Barking at strangers or marking territory is rooted in
the need to protect their space.

e Pack Mentality: Great Danes see their families as a pack, motivating
them to seek companionship and structure.

2. Socialization and Training

e Early Socialization: Puppies exposed to various people, animals, and
environments tend to adapt better as adults.

e Training Consistency: Great Danes with clear and consistent training
develop better behavior patterns.

e Lack of Socialization or Training: Can result in fearfulness,
aggression, or difficulty understanding commands.




3. Communication and Emotional Needs

Great Danes use body language and vocalizations to express their emotions.
e Excitement: Jumping, wagging, and barking when happy.
e Anxiety: Whining, pacing, or hiding in stressful situations.

e Boredom: Chewing, digging, or destructive behaviors when
understimulated.

4. Environment and Routine

e Consistency: Great Danes thrive on routines; changes in their
schedule can cause confusion or stress.

e Stimulation: Lack of physical exercise or mental enrichment can lead
to restlessness or undesirable behaviors.

e Household Dynamics: Tension or excitement in the home can affect
a Great Dane’s demeanor.

5. Health and Physical Well-being

e Pain or Illness: Sudden changes in behavior, such as aggression or
withdrawal, may signal a health issue.

e Energy Levels: Younger, energetic Great Danes may act out simply

because they need more activity, while older Great Danes may prefer a
slower pace.

Understanding Your Great Dane’s Behavior

Observe their environment, interactions, and body language to fully grasp
why your Great Dane behaves a certain way. By identifying the root cause of



their actions—instinct, health, or environment—you can effectively address
their needs and strengthen your bond.

Explore the role of instinct, breed traits, and past experiences in
shaping behavior.

Understanding a Great Dane's behavior involves exploring the interplay of
instinct, breed traits, and past experiences. These factors uniquely
contribute to how Great Danes perceive and react to the world around them.

1. Instinct: The Foundation of Behavior

Instincts are innate behaviors that Great Danes inherit from their ancestors.
These primal drives influence much of their natural behavior, including:

e Survival Instincts: Behaviors like foraging, hunting, and guarding
food are rooted in their need to survive in the wild.

e Social Instincts: Great Danes are pack animals, meaning they
instinctively seek companionship, hierarchy, and structure within their
"pack," whether human or canine.

e Protective Instincts: Guarding territory, barking at strangers, or
being alert to environmental changes are defense mechanisms
inherited from wolves.

e Reproductive Instincts: Mating behaviors, marking territory, and
nurturing young are biologically driven.

Example: A Great Dane chasing after a moving car or animal demonstrates
the predatory chase instinct, even if they’'re not hunting for survival.

2. Past Experiences: Shaping Reactions and Adaptability

A Great Dane's experiences, especially during their formative weeks,
significantly impact their behavior:



e Positive Experiences: Great Danes exposed to various people,
sounds, and environments early on are more likely to be well-adjusted
and confident.

e Negative Experiences: Fearful or traumatic encounters can lead to
phobias, aggression, or avoidance behaviors.

e Training and Reinforcement: Behaviors reinforced through positive
or negative feedback shape how a Great Dane behaves in similar
situations in the future.

e Socialization: Great Danes interacting with other animals and people
from a young age are generally more sociable and less prone to
anxiety.

Example: A rescue Great Dane that was neglected might show fear of
humans or loud noises, while a Great Dane trained with patience and
kindness is likely to be more confident and obedient.

Understanding and Supporting Your Great Dane
To nurture a Great Dane’s best behavior:

1. Respect Their Instincts: Provide outlets for natural drives.
2. Acknowledge Breed-Specific Needs: Tailor activities and routines
to their breed characteristics.

3. Work with Their Experiences: Use positive reinforcement to
reshape negative behaviors and build confidence.

Recognizing the roles of instinct, breed traits, and past experiences allows
you to better address your Great Dane’s unique needs and build a strong,
trusting relationship.

Lesson 2: Tools for Positive Training
The must-haves for training success:

Discover the essential tools like clickers, treats, toys, and verbal
cues.



Training and communicating with your Great Dane effectively requires the
right tools and techniques. Using tools like clickers, treats, toys, and
verbal cues can enhance your Great Dane's learning experience and
strengthen your bond. Here's an exploration of these essential tools:

1. Clickers: Precision in Training

e What Is a Clicker?
o A small handheld device that produces a distinct clicking sound.

o Used as a marker to indicate to your Great Dane exactly when
they performed the desired behavior.

e How It Works:
o The sound of the clicker is paired with a reward, typically a treat.

o Over time, your Great Dane learns that the click means they’ve
done something right and a reward is coming.

e Benefits:
o Provides consistent, precise feedback.

o Speeds up the learning process.
o Works for a variety of commands and tricks.

Example: When teaching your Great Dane to sit, click as soon as their
bottom touches the ground, then reward them.

2. Treats: Motivation and Rewards

e Why Treats Matter:
o Food rewards are one of the strongest motivators for Great
Danes.

o Treats reinforce positive behaviors and encourage repetition.
e Types of Treats:

o High-value treats: Cheese, chicken, or commercial training
treats for new or challenging behaviors.



o Low-value treats: Kibble or biscuits for maintaining
well-learned behaviors.

o Choose small, bite-sized pieces to avoid overfeeding.

e When to Use Treats:
o Immediately after your Great Dane performs the desired action.

o Gradually phase out treats once the behavior is consistent,
replacing them with praise or other rewards.

Tip: Keep training sessions short and use treats sparingly to prevent
boredom or reliance.

3. Toys: Engagement and Reinforcement

e Toys as Rewards:
o Great Danes with strong play drives may respond better to toys
than treats.
o Use a favorite toy, like a squeaky ball or tug rope, to reward
good behavior.

e Interactive Toys for Focus:
o Puzzle toys and treat-dispensing balls keep your Great Dane
mentally stimulated.
o Great for independent play and reducing boredom.
e Play-Based Training:
o Incorporate games like fetch or tug-of-war as part of training to
make learning fun.

o Helps high-energy Great Danes stay engaged and focused.

Example: Rewarding a successful recall command with a game of tug
instead of food.

4. Verbal Cues: Communication Through Words

e What Are Verbal Cues?



o Words or phrases used to signal commands or actions, like “sit,”
“stay,” or “come.”

e Key Tips for Verbal Cues:
o Use clear, consistent language for each command.

o Keep cues short (e.g., "Down” instead of “Lie Down").

o Pair verbal cues with visual signals or gestures for added clarity.

e Tone of Voice Matters:
o Use a cheerful tone for encouragement and a firm but calm tone

for commands.

o Avoid shouting, as it can confuse or frighten your Great Dane.

Example: Pair the verbal command “sit” with a hand motion, then gradually
fade out the motion as your Great Dane learns the cue.

Combining the Tools

These tools work best when used together. For example:
e Use a clicker to mark the correct behavior.
e Follow up with a treat or toy as a reward.

e Reinforce the behavior with a verbal cue like “"Good boy!” to create an
emotional connection.

Other Essential Training Tools

e Leashes and Harnesses: For safe and controlled training in public.

e Crates: These are useful for house training and providing a secure
space.

e Treat Pouches: To keep rewards accessible during training.




Understanding and effectively using these tools can create a positive and
enjoyable training experience that helps your Great Dane learn faster and
strengthens your relationship.

Creating a safe training space:

Set up a comfortable, distraction-free environment for focused
training sessions.

Setting up a comfortable, distraction-free environment for Great Dane
training is crucial for maximizing focus, learning, and success. Here’s a
step-by-step guide to creating the ideal space:

1. Choose the Right Location

e Quiet, Calm Space: Select an area where distractions are minimal.
This could be a quiet room inside your house or an enclosed backyard.
Avoid high-traffic areas or places with loud noises (like near the street
or TV).

e Familiar Environment: Start where your Great Dane feels
comfortable and safe. This helps reduce anxiety and allows them to
focus on learning rather than feeling insecure or overwhelmed.

Tip: If you're training outside, choose a space free from other animals, loud
noises, or unfamiliar people.

2. Minimize Distractions

¢ Remove Distractions: Before starting, eliminate distractions such as
toys, other pets, or people moving around the space.

e Close Windows/Doors: If you're training indoors, close windows or
doors that let in external sounds or sights that could distract your
Great Dane.

e Turn Off Electronics: Turn off the TV, radio, or any devices that could
create unnecessary noise.

Tip: Keep other animals out of the room during the session so your Great
Dane isn't distracted by them.



3. Set Up for Comfort

e Comfortable Flooring: Choose a soft, non-slippery surface for your
Great Dane to stand or sit on, such as a rug, carpet, or padded mat.
Avoid hard, cold surfaces like tile or concrete, as they can make your
Great Dane uncomfortable and less focused.

e Good Lighting: Ensure the area is well-lit, but not too bright or
harsh. Natural light is ideal, but soft overhead lighting also works well.

e Temperature Control: Make sure the space is comfortable in terms
of temperature. If it's too hot or cold, your Great Dane may become
restless.

Tip: For longer training sessions, have water for your Great Dane to drink
and take breaks when needed.

4. Limit Your Distractions

e Focus on Your Great Dane: Be mentally and physically present
during the training. Put away your phone, avoid chatting, and make
eye contact with your Great Dane to maintain focus.

e Keep Training Sessions Short: Great Danes learn best in short
bursts. Aim for 5-10 minute sessions to keep your Great Dane’s
attention sharp and avoid burnout.

Tip: If you're training in a group setting, ensure everyone understands the
importance of maintaining a quiet environment.

5. Create a Positive Association

e Start with Positive Reinforcement: Before the session, let your
Great Dane know that training will be a fun, rewarding experience. You
can give them a treat or praise for being calm and ready to learn.



e Use a Consistent Setup: Always use the same area for training to
help your Great Dane associate that space with positive learning
experiences.

Tip: Keep training sessions positive by using rewards (treats, toys, or
praise) to reinforce good behavior.

6. Prepare Training Tools in Advance

e Organize Your Tools: Have your treats, clicker, toys, and leash ready
and within reach before starting. This prevents breaks during the
session, helping maintain your Great Dane's focus.

e Keep It Simple: Only use the tools necessary for the session. Too
many items may confuse or overwhelm your Great Dane.

Tip: If you're using treats, make sure they are small, easy to chew, and
appealing to your Great Dane.

7. Timing and Consistency

e Routine and Timing: Set a consistent time each day for training.
Great Danes thrive on routine and will look forward to these sessions.

e End on a Positive Note: Always end your training session with a
successful behavior or command, followed by praise or a reward, so
your Great Dane associates training with positive feelings.

Creating a calm, distraction-free environment ensures that your Great
Dane can focus entirely on you and the task at hand, making the learning
process more effective and enjoyable for both of you.



Module 2: Building Trust and Communication

Lesson 1: Establishing a Strong Bond
Why trust matters:

Understand how positive training builds a loving connection with
your Great Dane.

Positive training is not just about teaching your Great Dane
commands—it's a method that strengthens the bond between you and your
Great Dane, fostering a relationship based on trust, respect, and love. Here's
how positive reinforcement training builds that deep, loving connection:

1. Creating a Positive Association

Positive training focuses on rewarding good behavior rather than punishing
bad behavior. This creates a positive association between the Great Dane
and the training process, helping them feel safe, loved, and motivated to
learn.

¢ Rewarding Success: Every time your Great Dane follows a command
or behaves well, you reward them with treats, toys, or praise. This
reinforcement makes your Great Dane want to repeat that behavior
because it leads to something they enjoy.

e No Fear, Only Trust: Unlike aversive training methods that might
create fear or confusion, positive reinforcement helps your Great Dane
feel secure. They learn that following commands results in something
good, building trust between you.

Example: When your Great Dane sits on command and you reward them

with a treat and praise, they associate sitting with love and positive
outcomes, creating a bond of trust.

2. Strengthening the Bond Through Interaction

Training isn’t just about obedience; it's also about spending quality time
together. The attention and focus you give your Great Dane during



training sessions show them that they are important to you, and that you
care enough to invest time in teaching them.

e Focused Attention: Positive training involves direct interaction,
where you are physically and emotionally present. This reinforces the
idea that you value your Great Dane and the relationship you share.

e Mutual Respect: Positive reinforcement encourages your Great Dane
to work with you willingly, rather than out of fear or stress. This
creates an atmosphere of mutual respect, which fosters a deeper
emotional connection.

Example: A Great Dane that receives positive attention and rewards during
training becomes more bonded with their owner, seeking their presence and
affection more often.

3. Building Confidence and Emotional Well-being

A key aspect of positive training is boosting your Great Dane’s
confidence. When your Great Dane succeeds in learning new commands
and receives praise, they feel good about themselves. This sense of
achievement improves their overall emotional well-being.

e Affirming Their Efforts: Each time you reward good behavior, you're
telling your Great Dane that they did something right. This affirmation
not only reinforces their behavior but also strengthens their emotional
connection with you.

e Decreasing Anxiety: Great Danes that are trained with positive
reinforcement tend to be less anxious, as they understand what is
expected of them and are confident in their ability to please their
owner.

Example: A shy or anxious Great Dane that receives encouragement and

rewards for responding to commands gains confidence and feels more
secure in their relationship with their owner.

4. Enhancing Communication



Positive training improves how you communicate with your Great Dane, not
just through commands but also through body language, tone of voice, and
other non-verbal cues.

e Clear Signals: In positive training, your communication is simple,
consistent, and clear. Great Danes thrive on routine and understanding
what is expected of them. Over time, they begin to respond to your
cues without confusion.

e Non-Verbal Understanding: Great Danes are highly sensitive to
body language and tone. Positive training methods often involve clear
visual cues and gentle encouragement, helping your Great Dane learn
to communicate with you.

Example: Over time, your Great Dane will learn to look to you for guidance
and signals, creating a more intuitive and loving connection.

5. Encouraging Emotional Bonding and Affection

Positive training reinforces your relationship because it's not just about
obedience—it’s about mutual enjoyment. The rewards you offer during
training sessions (treats, toys, praise) create moments of joy for both of
you. These moments build emotional closeness, trust, and affection.

e Joyful Interactions: When training is based on rewards and
encouragement, your Great Dane associates these interactions with
pleasure. The joy of learning, playing, and receiving praise will make
your Great Dane feel more bonded to you.

o Affectionate Behavior: As your Great Dane learns to associate you
with positive reinforcement, they will likely seek you out for affection,
bonding, and companionship.

Example: After a successful training session, a Great Dane showered with

praise and petting is more likely to seek out their owner for cuddles,
increasing affection and strengthening their emotional bond.

6. Long-Term Behavioral Benefits



Positive training results in Great Danes that are more well-adjusted,
confident, and happy. Great Danes treated with kindness and respect tend
to be more cooperative and affectionate, which naturally deepens the bond
between Great Dane and its owner.

e Consistency Leads to Success: Positive reinforcement helps create
a predictable and consistent relationship, where your Great Dane
understands what behavior you appreciate and responds accordingly.

e Better Long-Term Behavior: As Great Danes grow and learn, they
become more capable of forming meaningful and positive
relationships, both with you and other people or animals. This leads to
a well-balanced, loving relationship.

Example: A well-trained Great Dane, treated with kindness and consistency,
will be a calm and loving companion over the long term, further
strengthening your bond.

In Conclusion: Love Through Learning

Positive training is a powerful tool that goes beyond simple obedience. It
strengthens the emotional connection between you and your Great Dane,
creating a relationship rooted in trust, respect, and affection. By using
positive methods like rewards and praise, you're teaching your Great Dane
new skills and deepening the bond you share, ensuring a happier and
healthier relationship for both of you.

Fun bonding activities:

Try games like tug-of-war and hide-and-seek to strengthen your
relationship.

Engaging in games like tug-of-war and hide-and-seek is a fantastic way
to strengthen your bond with your Great Dane while having fun together.
These activities offer physical exercise and promote positive interactions
and mutual trust. Here's how you can use these games to deepen your
relationship:

1. Tug-of-War: Building Strength, Trust, and Cooperation



Tug-of-war is an exciting game that allows you and your Great Dane to
engage in friendly competition, but it’s important to play with the right
mindset. Here’s why tug-of-war is beneficial:

Benefits of Tug-of-War:

e Strengthens Bond: This interactive game encourages teamwork.
You're physically engaged with your Great Dane, and they look to you
for cues on when to start, stop, or win. The back-and-forth nature of
the game fosters cooperation and builds mutual trust.

e Teaches Impulse Control: Tug-of-war can also teach your Great
Dane self-control. By establishing clear rules (like “drop it” or “take
it”), your Great Dane learns to follow commands, which strengthens
your communication and overall relationship.

e Provides Mental and Physical Exercise: This game engages your
Great Dane’s muscles and mind. It's an excellent way to tire your
Great Dane, especially high-energy ones.

How to Play Tug-of-War:

1. Choose the Right Toy: Use a sturdy, non-toxic rope or tug toy that’s
easy for you and your Great Dane to hold.

2. Establish Rules: Set the ground rules before starting. Teach your
Great Dane the “take it” and “drop it” commands to ensure the game
remains safe and fun. Let your Great Dane initiate the tug, but take
control when it's time to stop.

3. Play Fair: Make the game fun and energetic, but avoid using too
much force. Let your Great Dane win sometimes to keep them
motivated and confident.

4. End on a Positive Note: Always end the game with praise, offering a
treat or a pet. This ensures that your Great Dane associates the game
with positive feelings.

Tip: If your Great Dane starts getting overly excited or aggressive during
the game, take a break and calm them down. Keep the game playful and
controlled to avoid encouraging unwanted behaviors.



2. Hide-and-Seek: Enhancing Communication and Trust

Hide-and-seek is a fun game that helps improve your Great Dane’s
problem-solving skills and attention. It also deepens your emotional
connection by encouraging your Great Dane to rely on you for guidance and
finding you.

Benefits of Hide-and-Seek:

e Boosts Problem-Solving Skills: This game engages your Great
Dane’s thinking skills as they search for you, encouraging them to
use their nose and instincts to locate you.

e Strengthens the Bond: The anticipation and excitement of finding
you create a strong emotional connection. Your Great Dane will enjoy
seeking you out and showing excitement when they find you.

e Improves Recall and Focus: Using commands like “find me” or
“come,” you can improve your Great Dane’s focus and recall skills,
strengthening communication between you both.

How to Play Hide-and-Seek:

1. Start Simple: Begin by hiding in easy-to-find spots around the house
or yard (like behind a door or under a table).

2. Use a Cue Word: You can use a word like “find me” to signal that the
game is beginning.

3. Encourage Your Great Dane: When your Great Dane starts
searching for you, offer encouragement. You can call their name or
make noises to guide them in the right direction.

4. Celebrate Finding You: When your Great Dane finds you, offer
praise, treats, and affection. This positive reinforcement will make the
game more enjoyable and strengthen your bond.

Tip: As your Great Dane gets better at the game, you can make it more
challenging by hiding in more difficult spots or increasing the time between
hiding and being found.



3. Why These Games Work for Building Relationship

¢ Engagement: Both games require active participation from both you
and your Great Dane, helping to deepen your emotional connection. By
playing together, you communicate with your Great Dane in ways that
go beyond training commands.

e Fun and Bonding: Playing games creates fun, relaxed moments
where you and your Great Dane can enjoy each other’s company. This
strengthens the bond and builds a sense of companionship.

e Mutual Respect: Tug-of-war helps your Great Dane learn to respect
boundaries, while hide-and-seek fosters trust. Both games require
your Great Dane to listen to your cues and respond appropriately,
reinforcing your role as a reliable and guiding figure in their life.

e Building Trust: These games also teach your Great Dane that you
can be trusted to create safe, enjoyable experiences, which increases
their confidence in you and the relationship.

4. Additional Tips for Enhancing Your Relationship Through Play

e Consistency: Play these games regularly, as consistent interaction
will lead to stronger bonds.

o Positive Reinforcement: Always praise and reward your Great Dane
during and after the game to reinforce positive behaviors and keep the
play sessions enjoyable.

¢ Know When to Stop: Great Danes can get overly excited, so ending
the game on a high note is important before you or your Great Dane
becomes overstimulated.

Conclusion: Fun, Learning, and Connection

Games like tug-of-war and hide-and-seek are fun and essential for building a
strong, loving relationship with your Great Dane. They promote positive
interactions, trust, communication, and mutual respect. Whether



tugging on a rope or hiding behind a door, these games are a wonderful way
to engage your Great Dane in a way that fosters bonding and deepens your
connection.

Lesson 2: Teaching Your Great Dane to Listen
"Watch me": The first step in communication:

Train your Great Dane to make eye contact on cue, paving the way
for better focus.

Training your Great Dane to make eye contact on cue is an effective way
to improve focus, strengthen communication, and deepen the bond between
you and your Great Dane. This simple skill sets the foundation for better
obedience and attention during training sessions and everyday interactions.
Here’s how you can teach your Great Dane to make eye contact on cue:

Why Eye Contact is Important

e Focus and Attention: Teaching your Great Dane to make eye contact
helps them focus on you, which is essential for learning new
commands and following instructions.

e Calming and Connection: Eye contact can be a calming signal for
Great Danes and helps reinforce the emotional connection you share.

e Foundation for Other Commands: Once your Great Dane reliably
makes eye contact, you can use this as a base for teaching other
important behaviors, such as sit, stay, or heel.

Step-by-Step Guide to Teaching Eye Contact on Cue

1. Create a Calm Training Environment

Set up a quiet, distraction-free space for your training session. This will help
your Great Dane stay focused on you without external distractions. Ensure
you have plenty of treats your Great Dane loves, as positive reinforcement
is key to the process.

2. Get Your Great Dane’s Attention

First, get your Great Dane’s attention by saying their name in a cheerful and
engaging tone. You can also use a sound or a treat in your hand to capture



their focus. The goal is to have your Great Dane look at you, even if just for
a brief moment.

3. Reward the Eye Contact

When your Great Dane makes eye contact with you, immediately reward
them with a treat and praise. Timing is essential—reward right when your
Great Dane looks at you so they understand that eye contact earned them
the reward.

e Example: Say your Great Dane’s name, and when they look at you,
treat them and say something like, “"Good job!” or “Yes!”

4. Add the Cue Word

Once your Great Dane is consistently making eye contact with you in the
absence of distractions, you can start introducing a verbal cue, such as
“look,” “watch me,” or “eyes.”

e Use the cue right before your Great Dane makes eye contact. For
example, say “look,” and immediately reward them when they look at
your eyes.

¢ Repeat this several times so that your Great Dane begins to
associate the verbal cue with the action of looking at you.

5. Gradually Increase the Duration

As your Great Dane gets the hang of making eye contact, gradually increase
the duration of the eye contact. Start rewarding after 1-2 seconds, then
slowly extend the time to 5-10 seconds. This helps build your Great Dane’s
ability to focus on you for longer periods.

e For example, reward if your Great Dane makes eye contact for 2
seconds. Then, increase to 3-4 seconds, and so on.

6. Practice in Different Environments

Once your Great Dane consistently responds to the cue in a quiet setting,
start practicing in environments with more distractions (like the yard or
park). This will help your Great Dane generalize the behavior and make eye
contact regardless of the surroundings.

e Start easy by practicing in moderately distracting environments and
gradually move to more challenging places.

e Be patient and reward often as your Great Dane learns to maintain
focus despite distractions.



7. Use the Eye Contact Cue in Everyday Situations

Once your Great Dane reliably makes eye contact on cue, you can use it
during regular interactions to redirect their attention when needed. For
example, use it before giving a command or when your Great Dane gets
distracted.

e Example: Before giving a sit command, you can say “look” to get
their attention and follow up with “sit.”

Troubleshooting Tips

e Don’t Overwhelm Your Great Dane: If your Great Dane seems
frustrated or distracted, take a step back to easier training steps. Keep
sessions short (5-10 minutes) to avoid over-stimulation.

e Consistency is Key: Use the same cue and reward system every
time. Consistency helps your Great Dane learn faster.

e Don’t Punish: If your Great Dane doesn’t immediately make eye
contact, don’t punish them. Instead, guide them gently or try again in
a calmer setting.

e Practice Frequently: The more you practice, the more natural this
behavior will become for your Great Dane.

Why This Works: Building Focus and Trust

e Clear Communication: Teaching eye contact on cue helps your Great
Dane understand that focusing on you leads to rewards. This improves
your Great Dane’s overall attentiveness and makes communication
easier.

e Enhanced Bond: When your Great Dane consistently makes eye
contact, it's a sign that they are looking to you for guidance. This
reinforces the bond between you and helps build trust.

e Prevents Distractions: Teaching eye contact is a great way to get

your Great Dane’s attention in situations where they might otherwise
be distracted (like during walks or in a busy park).

Conclusion: Focus, Connection, and Communication



Teaching your Great Dane to make eye contact on cue is a simple yet
powerful training tool that strengthens your bond while improving your Great
Dane’s focus and attentiveness. Your Great Dane will learn to look to you for
guidance and direction through positive reinforcement and consistent
practice, paving the way for a well-behaved and focused companion.

Responding to their name:

Teach your Great Dane to associate their name with attention and
rewards.

Teaching your Great Dane to associate their name with attention and
rewards is crucial in establishing communication and responsiveness. When
your Great Dane consistently responds to their name, it sets the foundation
for further training. It makes it easier to get their attention during walks,
playtime, or in more distracting environments.

Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you teach your Great Dane to respond to
their name:

Why Teaching Name Recognition is Important:

e Focus and Attention: When your Great Dane learns to associate
their name with something positive, it becomes easier to capture their
attention in various situations.

e Effective Training: Name recognition is a fundamental building block
for teaching commands like sit, stay, and come.

e Safety: By responding to their name, your Great Dane will be more
likely to listen in potentially dangerous situations, such as near a busy
road or off-leash.

Step-by-Step Guide to Teaching Name Recognition

1. Set Up a Positive, Distraction-Free Environment

Choose a quiet, calm space to begin training. This ensures that your Great
Dane’s attention is on you without external distractions. Have some of your
Great Dane’s favorite treats or toys ready for rewards.



2. Get Your Great Dane’s Attention

Start by saying your Great Dane’s name in a cheerful, upbeat tone. Ensure
you're close enough for them to hear you, but not so close that they feel
overwhelmed.

e Example: Say your Great Dane’s name in a happy, energetic voice. If
your Great Dane doesn’t respond immediately, you can gently clap
your hands or use a treat to catch their attention.

3. Reward the Response

When your Great Dane looks at you or shows any sign of recognition (even if
they just turn their head or perk up their ears), immediately reward them
with a treat and verbal praise.

e Example: As soon as your Great Dane acknowledges their name, say
something like, “"Good boy!” or “Yes!” and offer a treat.

e Timing is key: Reward as soon as your Great Dane responds to their
name to reinforce the connection between the sound of their name and
the positive outcome.

4. Repeat and Build Association

Repeat the process several times. Keep your training sessions short (around
5-10 minutes) to keep your Great Dane engaged and avoid frustration. Over
time, your Great Dane will associate their name with something positive
(attention, treats, and praise).

e Example: Say your Great Dane’s name, wait for them to acknowledge
it, then reward them with a treat. After a few repetitions, your Great
Dane will start looking at you whenever you say their name.

5. Add the Cue for Attention

Once your Great Dane consistently responds to their name, you can add a
verbal cue like “look” or “attention” before saying their name. This will help
you gain your Great Dane’s focus before giving any further commands.

e Example: Say “look” or “attention,” followed by your Great Dane’s
name, and reward when they respond.

6. Use Positive Reinforcement

Always reward your Great Dane when they respond to their name,
especially in the beginning. Positive reinforcement helps your Great
Dane understand that responding to their name results in a good outcome.



The more positive the reinforcement, the stronger the connection your Great
Dane will make between their name and the attention.

e Use a variety of rewards: Use treats, toys, praise, and petting to
keep your Great Dane motivated. Mix things up so your Great Dane
doesn’t get bored with the same reward every time.

7. Practice in Different Environments

Once your Great Dane reliably responds to their name in a quiet,
distraction-free area, begin practicing in more distracting environments (like
the backyard, a park, or inside your home with more people around). This
will help your Great Dane generalize the behavior and respond to their name
no matter where they are.

e Start in a calm area: Try your Great Dane’s name in the house, and
then gradually add more distractions like other people or pets.

e Increase the challenge: Once your Great Dane responds well at
home, try calling their name during walks or play sessions where
they’re more likely to be distracted.

8. Consistency is Key

Always use the same tone and enthusiasm when calling your Great Dane’s
name. Consistency in how you say and reward their name will help reinforce
their response.

e Use their name sparingly: Avoid using their name for negative
interactions like “no” or “stop” so that it remains a positive cue.

e Practice daily: Make name recognition part of your daily routine to
reinforce the behavior.

Troubleshooting Tips

e If your Great Dane isn’t responding: If it is distracted or doesn’t
respond, it may be because they haven't fully associated their name
with a positive outcome yet. Try using a higher-value treat or a more
energetic voice to get their attention.

e Avoid punishment: Never punish your Great Dane for not responding
to their name. Training should always be a positive experience.



e Be patient: Some Great Danes may take longer to learn this skill,
especially if they are distracted or have difficulty focusing. Be patient
and keep training sessions short and enjoyable.

Why This Works: Building Focus and Connection

e Positive Association: By associating their name with something
positive (treats, praise, playtime), your Great Dane will start to
respond with excitement and attention.

e Clear Communication: Name recognition is the foundation for clear
communication. Once your Great Dane responds to their name, it
makes it easier to give further commands, get their attention, or call
them back when they need to listen.

e Increased Bonding: Training your Great Dane to respond to their
name reinforces your role as their primary communication source,
strengthening your bond and connection.

Conclusion: A Reliable and Attentive Companion

Teaching your Great Dane to associate their name with attention and
rewards is a simple yet powerful training tool that enhances your Great
Dane’s responsiveness, attention, and focus. With patience and positive
reinforcement, your Great Dane will learn to associate their name with fun
and rewards, making them more likely to listen to you and respond promptly
in various situations.



Module 3: Positive Reinforcement for
Obedience Basics

Lesson 1: Sit, Stay, and Beyond
Master the "Sit" command:

A step-by-step guide to teaching your Great Dane to sit using treats
and praise.

Teaching your Great Dane to sit is one of the most basic and essential
commands in Great Dane training. It's also a great starting point for building
communication and trust. Using treats and praise as positive reinforcement
makes the learning process fun and rewarding for your Great Dane.

Here’s a step-by-step guide to teaching your Great Dane to sit using treats
and praise:

Why Teaching "Sit" is Important

e Control and Focus: "Sit" is a foundational command that helps you
manage your Great Dane’s behavior, especially when you need them to
be calm (e.g., at the door or during greetings).

e Polite Behavior: Teaching your Great Dane to sit on command
encourages good behavior and helps prevent jumping, barking, or
other undesirable behaviors.

e Bonding: Training is a great way to build a strong relationship with
your Great Dane based on trust and positive interaction.

Step-by-Step Guide to Teaching "Sit"”



1. Gather Your Supplies

Before you start, have some high-value treats that your Great Dane loves,
as well as verbal praise (e.g., “"Good job!” or “Yes!”). You'll also want a quiet
space free from distractions to help your Great Dane focus.

2. Get Your Great Dane’s Attention

Start by standing in front of your Great Dane with a treat in your hand. Hold
the treat close to their nose to grab their attention.

e Tip: Make sure the treat is something your Great Dane enjoys, as this
will motivate them to work with you.

3. Lure Your Great Dane into the Sit Position

e Lure the treat slowly above your Great Dane’s head and slightly back
toward their tail. This will naturally cause your Great Dane to sit down
as they follow the treat with their eyes. Keep the treat close enough so
they don’t jump for it.

e Important: Don’t push down on your Great Dane’s rear or force them
into the sit position. Let them naturally sit as they follow the treat.

4. Mark and Reward the Behavior

As soon as your Great Dane’s rear touches the ground (and they are sitting),
immediately reward them with the treat and praise. You can say
something like “Good sit!” or “Yes!” while giving them the treat.

e Timing is key: Reward and praise right when their rear hits the
ground to help them connect the action and the reward.

5. Repeat and Reinforce

Repeat the luring and rewarding process several times in short training
sessions (about 5-10 minutes). This repetition will help your Great Dane
understand that sitting leads to a treat and praise.

e Start with small sessions: Short training sessions prevent your
Great Dane from getting bored or frustrated.

e Keep it positive: Ensure your Great Dane enjoys the process and
keeps their motivation high with frequent rewards.

6. Add the Verbal Cue ("Sit")

Once your Great Dane consistently sits when you lure them, it’s time to add
a verbal cue. Say “sit” just before you move the treat into position. For



example, as you move the treat over their head, say, “Sit,” in a calm, clear
voice.

e Timing is important: Make sure to say the cue before they begin to
sit, so they associate the command with the action.

7. Practice Without Luring

Once your Great Dane responds reliably to the cue with the treat luring, try
giving the command without using the treat to guide them. Instead, just say
“sit” and wait for them to sit independently. When they do, immediately
reward them.

e Gradual Fading of the Lure: Over time, you can gradually reduce
luring with the treat and rely more on verbal cue.

e Praise and reward every time your Great Dane sits on command.

8. Generalize the Behavior

Practice the “sit” command in different environments and situations to
ensure your Great Dane understands the command in various contexts. Start
in quiet spaces, then move to more distracting areas, like the backyard or
during a walk.

e Increased difficulty: Practice in different locations, around
distractions, and with varied timing to help your Great Dane generalize
the behavior.

e Keep rewards high: Continue rewarding and praising your Great
Dane every time they successfully sit.

9. Make It a Fun Routine

Incorporate the “sit” command into your daily routine. For example, ask your
Great Dane to sit before meals, before going outside, or before playtime.
This helps your Great Dane understand that “sit” is useful in many different
situations.

e Consistency is key: The more often you practice the command, the
faster your Great Dane will learn and the more reliable their behavior
will be.

e Use a mix of treats and praise to keep the experience rewarding
and fun.

Troubleshooting Tips



e Great Dane not sitting immediately: If your Great Dane struggles
to sit, try lowering the treat more slowly to encourage them. You can
also try sitting down yourself, as this can be a more relaxed position
for them to mimic.

e Lack of focus: If your Great Dane is distracted, try practicing in a
quieter area or when they are a bit hungrier. Shorter sessions with
more frequent rewards can also help maintain focus.

e Avoid pushing them into position: Never physically push your
Great Dane’s rear down, as this can confuse them and may lead to
frustration.

Why This Works: Positive Reinforcement

¢ Rewarding good behavior: By using treats and praise, you're
positively reinforcing the behavior of sitting, which makes it more
likely to happen again.

e Clear communication: The verbal cue “sit” along with the reward
helps your Great Dane understand exactly what you want them to do.

e Bonding: This type of positive interaction builds trust and strengthens
your bond with your Great Dane. It's a fun and productive way to
spend time together.

Conclusion: A Polite and Well-Behaved Great Dane

Teaching your Great Dane to sit using treats and praise is an essential and
easy skill that lays the groundwork for further training. By using positive
reinforcement, you create a clear connection between your Great Dane’s
actions and rewards, making the learning process enjoyable for both of you.
Consistency, patience, and practice will help your Great Dane master the
"sit" command and become a well-mannered companion.

Introducing "Stay":

Build your Great Dane's impulse control with gradual distance and
duration challenges.



Introducing the "Stay" command is key in building your Great Dane's
impulse control. By teaching your Great Dane to remain in place even as
you increase distance and duration, you're helping them develop patience,
focus, and the ability to resist distractions. Here's a step-by-step guide on
how to introduce the "Stay" command and gradually challenge your Great
Dane with distance and duration:

Step-by-Step Guide to Introducing the "Stay" Command

1. Begin with the "Sit" Command

The "Sit" command is a great starting point, as it naturally leads into
teaching your Great Dane to stay in one place.

e Ask your Great Dane to sit: Begin by asking your Great Dane to sit
using the “sit” command.

¢ Reward immediately: When your Great Dane sits, reward them with
praise or a treat immediately to reinforce the behavior.

2. Introduce the "Stay" Command

Once your Great Dane understands the “sit” command, it's time to introduce
the “stay” command.

e Command your Great Dane to sit: Have your Great Dane in a
sitting position, ensuring they are calm and focused.

e Give the "stay" command: Once your Great Dane is sitting, calmly
say "stay" while holding your hand out in front of them (like a stop
sign).

e Start with a short duration: Wait for just a second, then reward
them. Gradually increase the time as they succeed.

3. Gradually Increase Duration



Start by asking your Great Dane to stay for a short period and gradually
increase the duration as your Great Dane improves.

e Start small: In the beginning, just hold the “stay” position for 2-3
seconds.

e Gradually extend the time: Over time, increase the time you ask
your Great Dane to stay. You can add a couple of seconds with each
successful attempt.

¢ Reward immediately: When your Great Dane stays for the full
duration, praise them and offer a treat.

4. Introduce Distance

Once your Great Dane can stay in place for a few seconds, it's time to
introduce distance challenges.

e Step back slightly: After giving the “stay” command, take one small
step backward. If your Great Dane stays in position, reward them
immediately.

e Increase the distance: Gradually take more steps away from your
Great Dane. Each time you step away, return quickly and reward them
when they stay.

o Tip: If your Great Dane moves, calmly guide them back into
position and repeat. It's normal for them to struggle at first.

5. Combine Distance and Duration

Once your Great Dane is comfortable with both distance and duration
separately, it's time to combine them.

e Increase both at once: Ask your Great Dane to stay, then step back
and wait longer before rewarding. Start by increasing both distance
and duration in small increments.

e Practice regularly: Consistency is key! Practice the “stay” command
in different locations with varying difficulty levels (different rooms,
outdoor spaces, or areas with distractions).



6. Add Distractions

After your Great Dane reliably stays with both distance and duration, it's
time to add distractions to make the training more challenging.

e Mild distractions first: Introduce distractions like toys or movement
(e.g., walking slowly around them). Reward your Great Dane if they
maintain the stay.

e Increase the distractions: Over time, you can increase the difficulty
by adding more distractions, such as people walking past, loud noises,
or even other Great Danes.

o Example: Have a family member walk past your Great Dane
while they stay in place. Reward your Great Dane if they
maintain their position despite the distraction.

7. Reinforce and Generalize the "Stay" Command

Once your Great Dane has learned the “stay” command, it's important to
reinforce it in various contexts and environments.

e Different locations: Practice in different areas of your home, in the
yard, at the park, and around other Great Danes or people.

e Generalize the behavior: Ask your Great Dane to stay in different
situations, such as before meals, when answering the door, or during
walks. The more your Great Dane practices, the better they will
generalize the behavior to different contexts.

8. Use Release Cues

To signal to your Great Dane that they are free to move, use a release cue
like “okay” or “release.” This teaches them that the stay command is only in
effect until you give the release cue.



e Release cue: After rewarding your Great Dane for staying, use your
release cue, and allow them to move. This ensures they understand
that they’re allowed to break the stay once you release them.

Tips for Success:

e Be patient: Training takes time, so be patient and allow your Great
Dane to progress at their own pace.

e Keep sessions short: Short, frequent training sessions are more
effective than long, tiring ones.

e Use high-value rewards: Treats, praise, and toys are great
motivators, but ensure the rewards are enticing enough to keep your
Great Dane engaged.

e Stay consistent: Use the same cues and hand signhals each time to
avoid confusing your Great Dane.

e Don’t punish mistakes: If your Great Dane breaks the stay, calmly
guide them back to the position and try again. Avoid punishment, as it
can lead to confusion or anxiety.

Conclusion:

Introducing and building the “stay” command is a great way to teach your
Great Dane impulse control. By gradually increasing the distance and
duration of the stay, and introducing distractions, you will help your Great
Dane develop patience and focus. Over time, this will improve your Great
Dane’s behavior in everyday situations, making them a calmer and more
well-mannered companion.

Lesson 2: Come When Called - Make it Exciting!

One of the most important commands for your Great Dane to learn is
“come.” Whether for safety, playtime, or simply getting your Great Dane’s
attention, teaching your Great Dane to come when called is a valuable skill.
The key to success is to make this command fun and exciting for your



Great Dane so they are eager to respond every time. Here’s how you can
teach your Great Dane to come when called, with a focus on making it an
exciting and positive experience.

Step 1: Start with a Positive Association

Before asking your Great Dane to come, creating a positive association with
the command is important. You want your Great Dane to love coming to
you!

e Use treats or toys: Start by using something your Great Dane loves,
like a treat or their favorite toy. Show them the reward so they get
excited about the upcoming fun.

e Get their attention: You can start by calling your Great Dane’s name
in a playful voice to grab their attention. When they look at you,
immediately give them a treat or toy to reinforce the behavior.

Step 2: Introduce the Command - “"Come”
Now, it's time to start teaching the actual command.

e Use a cheerful, enthusiastic tone: Great Danes are more likely to
respond when you sound excited! Call your Great Dane’s name
followed by the word “come” in an upbeat tone.

e Encourage them to move toward you: You can squat down or step
back a little to make it easier for your Great Dane to approach you.
Show them the treat or toy and invite them over with your body
language (like patting your legs or moving slightly away).

Step 3: Reward Immediately

Once your Great Dane starts moving toward you, rewarding them
immediately is essential.

e Praise and treat: When they reach you, reward them with a treat
and give them lots of praise. You can also play with them if they prefer
a toy over treats. The key is to make it a positive experience so they



associate “coming” with something enjoyable.

e Excitement is key: Show excitement when they arrive. Get playful
and happy, which will help them understand that coming to you is fun
and rewarding.

Step 4: Gradually Increase Distance

Once your Great Dane responds to the command in a controlled setting (like
inside your home or in a fenced area), it's time to increase the distance.

e Start small: Begin by calling your Great Dane to come from a short
distance. Gradually step back further and call them to you.

e Use a leash or long line: If you're practicing outdoors or in an area
worried about distractions, use a long leash or a training line. This will
give your Great Dane the freedom to move while still allowing you to
gently guide them back to you if needed.

Step 5: Add Distractions Gradually

Once your Great Dane reliably comes when called in a controlled
environment, it's time to add a few distractions to the mix.

e Increase the challenge: Call your Great Dane when there are mild
distractions, such as another person or dog at a distance, or when
they’re exploring a new area.

e Keep it fun: If they get distracted and don’t respond immediately,
don’t worry! Start again from a shorter distance, and continue to
praise and reward every time they come to you.

Step 6: Practice in Different Environments



Once your Great Dane is consistently responding to the “come” command in
your home, begin practicing in different environments to ensure they
generalize the behavior.

e Vary locations: Start practicing in the backyard, at the park, or in
other places with different levels of distractions.

e Use different rewards: Sometimes, use different rewards like food,
toys, or playtime to keep things exciting and varied for your Great
Dane.

Step 7: Make it a Fun Game

To cement the “come” command in your Great Dane’s mind, turn it into a
game!

e Play “"Find Me”: Hide in different rooms or behind objects and call
your Great Dane to come find you. Make it a celebration with lots of
praise and rewards when they do.

e Play “"Chase Me”: You can also make it a game by running away from
your Great Dane (in a safe environment) and calling them to come
after you. This taps into your Great Dane’s natural prey drive and
makes the game fun and engaging for them.

Step 8: Use Consistent Cues

Use the same cue word and tone whenever you call your Great Dane to
come. Consistency is important so your Great Dane knows exactly what
you expect.

e Use one word: Keep the command simple. For example, always say
“come” and avoid saying things like “"come here” or “come to me” as
they can be confusing.

e Positive reinforcement: Always reward your Great Dane when they
come, even if it takes them a moment to respond. This ensures they
are always motivated to try.




Common Mistakes to Avoid

e Don’t punish your Great Dane when they come: Never punish
your Great Dane when they come to you, even if they took too long or
didn’t do it perfectly. Punishing your Great Dane can negatively affect
the “come” command.

e Don’t call them for something they dislike: Avoid calling your
Great Dane for things they don’t enjoy, like baths or nail trims. They
may start avoiding the command if they associate coming to you with
something unpleasant.

Tips for Success:

e Use high-value rewards: Choose rewards that excite your Great
Dane and make them want to come every time.

e Make it fun: The more fun you have the training, the more likely your
Great Dane will enjoy it. Be playful, enthusiastic, and patient.

e Be consistent: Use the same command and reward system every
time to help your Great Dane understand what you’re asking for.

Conclusion:

Teaching your Great Dane to come when called is not only about safety but
also about building a strong bond with them. By making the training exciting
and rewarding, your Great Dane will be eager to respond every time. The
more fun and positive the experience, the better your Great Dane will
perform the command, and you’ll build a stronger, more reliable connection
with your furry friend.

Teach Your Great Dane to Associate "Come" with Fun and Rewards,
Even in Distracting Environments

Teaching your Great Dane to come when called is one of the most important
commands for safety and control. However, it becomes especially valuable
when your Great Dane responds consistently, even in distracting
environments. The key to achieving this is making the “come” command



fun, exciting, and rewarding, regardless of the distractions around them.
Here's a guide to help you get there:

Step 1: Start with Positive Associations

Before introducing distractions, it's important to lay a solid foundation where
your Great Dane associates the “come” command with something positive.

1. Use High-Value Rewards: Use treats, toys, or praise that your Great
Dane loves. A favorite treat or a squeaky toy can motivate more than
regular food.

2. Keep it Fun: In the beginning, use an excited tone when you call your
Great Dane’s name, followed by the word "come." This will create
positive associations, making the command feel fun and rewarding.

Step 2: Practice in Low-Distraction Environments

Begin teaching “come” in a quiet, familiar environment, inside your home or
in a fenced backyard. This will help your Great Dane learn the command
without outside distractions.

1. Call Your Great Dane: Stand a few feet from your Great Dane and
say “come” in a cheerful, enthusiastic tone.

2. Reward Immediately: When your Great Dane responds, immediately
praise and give them a treat or their favorite toy. This reinforces the
behavior.

3. Repeat and Build Distance: Gradually increase the distance between
you and your Great Dane, rewarding them each time they successfully
come when called.

Step 3: Gradually Introduce Mild Distractions

Once your Great Dane reliably responds in quiet settings, it's time to
introduce mild distractions. This could be a new person or a toy lying around
the house.



1. Increase Distractions Slowly: Call your Great Dane to come while a
family member is in the room or while your Great Dane is engaged in
another activity. Start with simple distractions, like a toy or a person
walking across the room, before moving on to more challenging
environments.

2. Use a Leash for Control: If your Great Dane doesn’t immediately
respond, use a leash to guide them back to you. This allows them to
get used to distractions while still learning the association with
rewards.

Step 4: Practice in More Distracting Environments

To help your Great Dane generalize the command, you’ll need to practice in
settings with more distractions, like the backyard or a park.

1. Go Outside: Start practicing the “come” command in a fenced yard or
park where more things happen (other Great Danes, people, noises).

2. Keep Sessions Short and Fun: It's easy for Great Danes to become
overstimulated in new environments, so keep your sessions short
(5-10 minutes) and end positively.

3. Increase the Challenge: Gradually increase the level of distraction
by practicing in busier places. Begin by calling your Great Dane when
they are near a distraction (like a toy or another dog, cat or squirrel)
but at a manageable distance. Over time, you can call them from
closer to the distraction.

Step 5: Use Games to Reinforce the "Come" Command

Games can be a great way to make coming when called feel like a fun
activity rather than a chore.

1. Hide-and-Seek: Start by hiding in different rooms of your house and
call your Great Dane to come find you. The excitement of playing this
game helps your Great Dane associate “come” with fun and adventure.



2. Chase Me: Run a little distance from your Great Dane and call them
to come to you. Running away taps into your Great Dane’s instinct to
chase, making the “come” command even more exciting.

Step 6: Gradually Add More Complex Distractions

Once your Great Dane is coming reliably in mild distractions, start adding
more complex distractions to the mix:

1. Increase the Challenge: Practice in parks, busy streets, or outdoor
areas with more people, other animals, and unfamiliar sounds.

2. Start Small with Distractions: When introducing new distractions
(e.g., a busy park), start with your Great Dane at a distance from the
distractions and gradually increase the proximity as your Great Dane
becomes more comfortable.

Step 7: Proofing the Behavior

At this stage, your Great Dane should be able to come reliably when called in
various settings with different levels of distractions. However, you’'ll need to
"proof" the behavior, ensuring that your Great Dane always comes, no
matter what.

1. Vary the Environment: Call your Great Dane from various
environments: your yard, a neighbor’s yard, a busy park, or during a
walk.

2. Proof with Multiple Distractions: For example, you can try calling
your Great Dane to come when other dogs are playing nearby or when
people are walking by.

3. Use Different Rewards: Switch up the rewards to keep things

exciting. Sometimes, use treats; other times, toys or even a game of
fetch.

Step 8: Make it Fun and Consistent



To reinforce the “come” command in any environment:

1. Always Reward: Whether you're practicing at home or in the park,
reward your Great Dane each time they respond to the command. The
reward must come immediately when your Great Dane reaches you.

2. Use the “"Come” Command Sparingly: Avoid using the “come”
command when your Great Dane is likely to fail (like when they’re
distracted by something else, such as another Great Dane or a
squirrel). You want to ensure that every time they hear the word, it’s
followed by a positive experience.

3. Keep It Playful: The more you make “come” exciting, the more your
Great Dane will want to respond. Keep practicing regularly, and your
Great Dane will begin to associate the command with fun and rewards,
even in challenging environments.

Conclusion:

Teaching your Great Dane to come when called in distracting environments
takes patience and consistency. By making the process fun, exciting, and
rewarding, your Great Dane will learn to associate the “come” command with
something positive, no matter what’s happening around them. Always
remember to gradually increase the level of distractions and use positive
reinforcement to keep your Great Dane engaged and excited about coming
when called.

The Recall Game: Practice Recall in a Playful Way to Ensure They
Always Run to You When Called

The recall game is a fun and engaging way to teach your Great Dane to
come when called, and it can turn training into an exciting activity that both
you and your Great Dane will enjoy. This game helps reinforce the recall
command and strengthens your bond with your Great Dane, ensuring they
always want to run to you when called. Here’s how to do it:

Step 1: Set the Scene for Fun

Choose a safe, enclosed area where your Great Dane can run freely without
distractions. This can be a fenced backyard or a quiet park.



1. Get Your Great Dane Excited: Before starting, get your dog excited
by playing with their favorite toy or offering a treat. This will get them
energized and ready for the game.

2. Prepare the Rewards: Have high-value treats or a favorite toy ready.
Rewards should motivate your Great Dane and make the game worth
their effort.

Step 2: Start with Short Distances

Start by calling your Great Dane from a short distance and making it feel like
an exciting invitation.

1. Call Their Name: Use an enthusiastic, playful tone to call your Great
Dane’s name, followed by the word “come” or another recall cue
you’'ve been teaching.

2. Run Away: After calling your Great Dane, run a few steps in the
opposite direction. This often triggers your Great Dane’s natural
instinct to chase, making it fun and engaging.

3. Reward Immediately: When your Great Dane reaches you, reward
them immediately with praise, treats, or a toy. This positive
reinforcement makes them associate coming to you with something
great.

Step 3: Increase Distance and Add Fun Obstacles

As your Great Dane gets the hang of the recall game, make it more
challenging by increasing the distance and adding some obstacles for extra
fun.

1. Increase Distance: Gradually increase the distance between you and
your Great Dane. You can call them from the other side of the yard or
from another room in your house (if indoors). Always run away when
calling them to keep it exciting.

2. Add Obstacles: If you're in an outdoor space, you can add obstacles
like toys, bushes, or trees for your Great Dane to navigate. This adds
variety and keeps the game fresh and fun.



Step 4: Introduce More Distractions

Once your Great Dane reliably comes to you from a distance, it's time to
introduce mild distractions to simulate real-world situations.

1. Introduce New Distractions: Practice the recall game in areas with
mild distractions, such as other people or Great Danes in the distance.
This will help your Great Dane focus on you even when other things
happen around them.

2. Reward for Focus: If your Great Dane gets distracted, don’t scold
them—just call them again excitedly and reward them once they focus
on you and return. The goal is to keep the game positive, even when
distractions occur.

Step 5: Play the "Chase Me" Game

Incorporate the "Chase Me" game to make recall even more fun and
exciting. This taps into your Great Dane’s instinct to chase and adds an
element of play.

1. Run Away Playfully: After calling your Great Dane, run away in the
opposite direction, but make it playful and energetic. You can zigzag,
change direction, or even crouch down and beckon them as if you're

playing tag.

2. Encourage Play: As your Great Dane approaches, you can start
running again or even crouch down to make it seem like you're playing
a game of chase. This makes the recall command feel less like work
and more like a fun, interactive game.

Step 6: Practice in New Environments

To ensure your Great Dane’s recall is reliable no matter where you are,
practice in different environments with more distractions.



1. Change Locations: Start practicing recall in various environments,
such as a local park, the beach, or even a friend’s backyard. The new
smells and sights will offer different distractions to challenge your
Great Dane.

2. Reward Consistently: Even if the distractions increase, continue to
reward your Great Dane with enthusiasm whenever they respond to
the recall. This reinforces the idea that coming to you is always fun
and rewarding, no matter where they are.

Step 7: Gradually Reduce Your Involvement

Once your Great Dane has mastered the recall game and is coming to you
reliably, you can reduce your active involvement in the game.

1. Call and Wait: Instead of running away each time, call your Great
Dane to come and wait for them to come to you. This teaches them
that they can go independently, even without you prompting them with
movement.

2. Introduce Longer Durations: If your Great Dane is coming when
called but doesn’t always stay, try adding a “stay” or “wait” after the
recall and then release them with an excited “okay” once they’re close
to you. This helps build a connection between the “come” and staying
until you permit them to leave.

Step 8: Keep It Fun and Positive

Above all, keep the recall game fun and positive. If you make it a game your
Great Dane loves, they will always want to come when called.

1. Vary the Rewards: Occasionally change up what you reward them
with—sometimes it’s treats, a toy, or even lots of praise. This keeps
the game exciting and makes your Great Dane eager to participate.

2. Keep Sessions Short and Sweet: Great Danes, especially puppies,
can get tired or overstimulated quickly, so keep the recall game
sessions short but frequent. This will help your Great Dane stay
engaged and excited to play the next time.



Conclusion

The recall game is not just about teaching your Great Dane to come to
you—it’s about making it a fun, exciting, and positive experience that your
Great Dane enjoys. When your Great Dane associates the recall with rewards
and excitement, they’ll be more likely to respond every time, no matter the
environment or distraction. By playing this game regularly, you’ll have a
Great Dane who comes when called, and you’ll be strengthening the bond
between you both through fun and consistent practice.

Module 4: Addressing Common Challenges
with Positivity
Lesson 1: Leash Walking Without Pulling

Walking Happily by Your Side: Use Rewards to Teach Loose-Leash
Walking Step-by-Step

Loose-leash walking is essential for your Great Dane to learn, ensuring
enjoyable walks without pulling, lunging, or dragging you along. With the
right approach, you can teach your Great Dane to walk calmly and happily
by your side. Here's a step-by-step guide to training loose-leash walking
using rewards:



Step 1: Choose the Right Equipment
Start with the walking gear to set your Great Dane up for success.

1. Harness or Collar: A comfortable harness or collar should fit your
Great Dane properly. Some Great Danes respond better to a harness,
as it reduces the strain on their neck.

2. Leash: Use a standard 4-6 foot leash. Avoid retractable leashes as
they can encourage pulling.

Step 2: Start in a Quiet Area

Begin training in a quiet, distraction-free environment like your home or
backyard. This helps your Great Dane focus on you without getting
overwhelmed by new smells, sights, or sounds.

1. Short Sessions: Keep training sessions short to prevent you and your
Great Dane from getting frustrated. Start with 5-10 minute sessions.

Step 3: Introduce the "Heel" Command

Teach your Great Dane to walk calmly beside you using a verbal cue like
"heel" or "let's go."

1. Stand Still: Begin by standing still with your Great Dane at your side.
Hold a treat in your hand, close to your Great Dane’s nose, to capture
their attention.

2. Step Forward: As you start walking, use the cue “heel” or another
word you prefer. Keep the pace slow to match your Great Dane’s
speed.

3. Reward for Position: If your Great Dane stays by your side (with
their leash loose), reward them immediately with praise and a treat.
This reinforces the idea that staying by your side is rewarding.



Step 4: Reward for Loose Leash

The goal is to keep the leash relaxed and loose. Teach your Great Dane to
stay near you without pulling.

1. Stop If They Pull: If your Great Dane pulls ahead, stop walking
immediately. This teaches your Great Dane that pulling means they
won't get anywhere. Don’t yank the leash—just stop and wait for them
to return to you.

2. Get Their Attention: Reward them with praise or a treat once they
return to your side. If they continue walking without pulling, keep
rewarding them frequently.

3. Use a Marker Word: To clarify when your Great Dane is walking
correctly, use a marker word like “yes” or a clicker to mark the
behavior, followed by a reward.

Step 5: Gradually Increase Duration and Distractions

Gradually increase the difficulty once your Great Dane walks well on a loose
leash in a quiet area.

1. Increase Time: Slowly increase the time you walk without rewarding
too frequently. Start rewarding every few steps, then space it out as
your Great Dane gets better at walking without pulling.

2. Add Distractions: Begin practicing in areas with mild distractions,
such as a quiet street or park. This will help your Great Dane learn to
stay focused on you, even in more stimulating environments.

Step 6: Redirect and Re-focus

Sometimes, your Great Dane may become distracted or excited during
walks, causing them to pull. Redirect their attention with positive
reinforcement.

1. Change Directions: If your Great Dane starts pulling or losing focus,
change direction by turning around and walking the other way. This



helps refocus their attention on you.

2. Reward Re-focus: When they follow you, reward them immediately.
Use treats or praise to reinforce that paying attention to you is what
gets them rewarded.

Step 7: Practice in Real-Life Scenarios

Practice in more challenging environments to solidify your Great Dane’s
loose-leash walking skills.

1. Walk in Busy Areas: Once your Great Dane is walking well at home
or in a quiet area, start walking in busier environments with more
distractions, like parks or city streets.

2. Gradually Increase Challenges: Walk near other dogs, people, or
exciting smells to test your Great Dane’s impulse control. Reward them
for staying by your side without pulling.

Step 8: Be Consistent and Patient

Consistency is key when teaching loose-leash walking. Stay patient and
continue rewarding your Great Dane for walking calmly.

1. Frequent Practice: The more you practice, the more your Great Dane
will learn to walk nicely on a leash. Try to incorporate short walks into
your daily routine to reinforce the behavior.

2. Positive Reinforcement: Keep the experience positive by rewarding
your Great Dane for walking correctly. This will help them associate
walking beside you with good things.

Tips for Success

e Keep It Fun: Make walks enjoyable for you and your Great Dane.
Keep the energy light and playful, and avoid turning training into a
stressful experience.



e Be Patient: It may take time for your Great Dane to adjust to walking
on a loose leash, especially if they’re used to pulling. Be patient and
consistent with your training.

e Use High-Value Rewards: Treats, toys, or praise should be highly
motivating for your Great Dane. Experiment to find what excites them
most.

e Don't Punish Pulling: Instead of punishing pulling behavior, focus on
rewarding the moments when your Great Dane walks calmly beside
you. Positive reinforcement works better than punishment.

Conclusion

Loose-leash walking is an achievable goal when taught step-by-step using
rewards and patience. Focusing on consistency, positive reinforcement, and
gradual increases in challenges’ll teach your Great Dane to walk happily by
your side without pulling. With time and practice, you and your Great Dane
will enjoy peaceful, stress-free walks together!

What to Do When Your Great Dane Pulls: Learn Redirection
Techniques for Stress-Free Walks

Pulling on the leash can make walks stressful and uncomfortable, but with
consistent training and effective redirection techniques, you can teach your
Great Dane to walk calmly by your side. Here's a guide to help you handle
leash pulling and keep your walks enjoyable for both you and your Great
Dane.

Step 1: Stop and Stand Still

One of the simplest and most effective techniques is to stop walking as soon
as your Great Dane starts pulling.

1. Immediate Stop: When your Great Dane pulls ahead, immediately
stop walking. Stand still and wait for them to stop hurting and return
to your side.



2. Wait for Calm Behavior: Allow them to calm down before moving
forward again. This teaches them that pulling doesn’t get them where
they want to go. If your Great Dane returns to you or eases up on the
leash, reward them with praise or a treat.

Step 2: Change Direction

Another redirection technique is changing direction to get your Great Dane’s
attention and teach them to follow you.

1. Turn Around Quickly: If your Great Dane pulls ahead, turn around
and walk in the opposite direction. This will catch their attention and
make them focus on where you’re going.

2. Reward for Attention: When your Great Dane turns to follow you,
reward them with a treat or praise. This reinforces the idea that
following your lead gets them rewards.

Step 3: Use a “"Let's Go"” Cue

Introduce a verbal cue like "let’s go" or "this way" to help guide your Great
Dane’s attention back to you when they pull.

1. Cue and Walk: When your Great Dane starts pulling, say the cue
word while gently changing direction. Keep the pace slow and use the
cue consistently so your Great Dane understands that pulling will not
get them what they want.

2. Reward Focus: If your Great Dane walks with you without pulling,
immediately reward them with praise or a treat. This helps them
connect the cue with the desired behavior.

Step 4: Reward Walking Without Pulling

Focus on reinforcing the behavior you want to see: walking calmly without
pulling.



1. Mark Calm Walking: When your Great Dane is walking beside you
with a loose leash, mark the behavior with a click or a word like “yes,”
and reward them with a treat. Do this frequently in the beginning to
establish the habit.

2. Increase Reward Intervals: As your Great Dane gets better at
walking without pulling, gradually increase the length of time between
rewards, so they continue to stay focused without relying on constant
treats.

Step 5: Use Treats and Lure Them Back

Sometimes, pulling may be a result of your Great Dane being distracted or
overexcited. A tasty treat can help refocus their attention.

1. Lure Them Back: If your Great Dane pulls ahead, hold a treat close
to their nose and use it to guide them back to your side. Once they’re
back with you, reward them with the treat.

2. Reward for Proximity: Praise and reward them when they walk
beside you with a loose leash, reinforcing the idea that staying close to
you is rewarding.

Step 6: Practice "Find It" or Other Fun Games

Making walks more engaging and fun can help redirect your Great Dane's
focus and reduce pulling.

1. Play “Find It"”: If your Great Dane is pulling because they’re too
excited, stop and use a fun game like “find it.” Toss a treat or toy on
the ground, and when your Great Dane goes to sniff it, they’ll be
distracted and refocused. This gives them something else to
concentrate on other than pulling.

2. Add Variations: Throughout your walk, switch up the route, introduce
new smells, or occasionally reward your Great Dane for walking nicely.
This helps keep their focus on you and reduces the urge to pull.

Step 7: Be Consistent



Consistency is crucial when teaching your Great Dane to stop pulling.

1. Every Walk Counts: Use redirection techniques every time your
Great Dane pulls. Over time, they will learn that pulling doesn’t lead to
fun or rewards.

2. Use the Same Cues: Stick to the same verbal cues, like “let’s go” or
“heel,” and follow the same approach each time, so your Great Dane
knows what to expect.

Step 8: Keep Sessions Short and Positive

Training your Great Dane to stop pulling takes time, so keep training
sessions short and enjoyable.

1. Short Walks: Start with shorter walks to keep your Great Dane from
becoming overstimulated or frustrated. This will help them focus better
on your training.

2. Positive Reinforcement: End each session on a positive note by
rewarding your Great Dane for walking well, even if it’s just for a short
period. This ensures they associate walking calmly with positive
experiences.

Step 9: Avoid Punishment

Avoid using punishment, such as jerking on the leash or scolding your Great
Dane when they pull. This can cause fear and anxiety and may worsen the
pulling behavior.

1. Use Positive Reinforcement: Focus on rewarding good behavior
rather than punishing bad behavior. Positive reinforcement will help
your Great Dane learn the right behaviors faster and more reliably.

2. Patience Is Key: Remember that pulling is natural for many Great
Danes, especially if they’ve learned to pull to get where they want. Be
patient as you work through the training process.

Conclusion



Redirection techniques are an effective way to handle leash pulling and help
your Great Dane develop better walking habits. Using strategies like
changing direction, stopping when your Great Dane pulls, and rewarding
good behavior, you can teach your Great Dane to walk calmly beside you.
With time, consistency, and positive reinforcement, you and your Great Dane
can enjoy stress-free walks together.

Lesson 2: Handling Jumping and Excitement

Why Great Danes Jump: Understanding the Reasons and How to
Redirect It Positively

Jumping is a common behavior in Great Danes, and while it may seem cute
or harmless, it can be frustrating, especially when it happens with guests or
when you’re trying to walk them. Understanding why Great Danes jump and
how to redirect this behavior positively can help you create a calmer, more
well-behaved pet.

Reasons Why Great Danes Jump:

1. Excitement and Enthusiasm
o One of the main reasons Great Danes jump is out of excitement.
When your Great Dane is thrilled to see you or someone else,
their instinct is to greet them.

o What it means: It's their way of saying “hello” and showing
their happiness. For many Great Danes, jumping is a way to
engage with you in an energetic, playful manner.

2. Attention-Seeking
o Great Danes quickly learn that jumping often gets positive or
negative attention. If they jump up and you respond (even by
pushing them away or saying “no”), they may continue the
behavior because it results in attention.
o What it means: Your Great Dane is trying to get your focus,
whether for playtime, treats, or simply some affection.

3. Greeting Behavior
o In the wild, some canids, like wolves, jump on pack members or
other animals to greet them and establish bonds.



o What it means: Great Danes have inherited this instinct to
greet others by jumping to assert themselves or connect with
you.

4. Seeking Affection
o Great Danes that feel a strong bond with their owners may jump
as a way to connect with you physically. They may be looking for
pets, hugs, or affection.

o What it means: Your Great Dane sees you as a source of
comfort and affection and tries to engage with you physically.

5. Stress or Anxiety
o Some Great Danes may jump in situations where they feel
anxious or overwhelmed. It could happen during vet visits,
meeting new people, or when they are left alone for too long.

o What it means: Jumping could be a coping mechanism, an
attempt to get your attention, or alleviate stress.

How to Redirect Jumping Positively:

While jumping may be an instinct, it's important to redirect this behavior so
it doesn’t become disruptive. Here are some positive ways to address
jumping:

1. Ignore the Jumping Behavior

e Why it works: If your Great Dane learns that jumping results in no
attention (neither positive nor negative), they are less likely to
continue the behavior. This means turning your back and avoiding eye
contact when your Great Dane jumps on you.

¢ How to do it: When your Great Dane jumps, simply turn away and
stop engaging. Do not pet them or give them any attention. Only
reward calm behavior.

2. Reinforce Calm Behavior



e Why it works: By rewarding calm, relaxed behavior, you teach your
Great Dane that being still and polite is how they get attention.

e How to do it: When your Great Dane is calm, treat them, praise
them, or pet them. If they sit or stand still, reward them immediately
to reinforce the calm behavior.

3. Teach an Alternative Behavior (e.g., Sit or Stay)

e Why it works: Teaching your Great Dane to perform a calm behavior,
like sitting, gives them a clear alternative to jumping. It also helps
them focus on you and follow commands.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: Ask your Great Dane to sit when they’re excited.
Practice this regularly.

o Step 2: Reward them with attention or a treat when they sit
calmly.

o Step 3: Practice this with guests or in other situations where
they jump.

4. Use a Cue for Greeting (e.g., "Say Hello" or "Sit")

e Why it works: By establishing a clear cue that means "calm
greeting," you set expectations for your Great Dane's behavior when
they meet new people.

e How to do it: When guests arrive, instruct your Great Dane to "sit" or

“stay” and reward them for staying in place. This makes greetings
more predictable and prevents jumping.

5. Redirect Their Energy with Play or Exercise

e Why it works: Great Danes that jump due to excess energy or
excitement can benefit from physical exercise or mental stimulation



before trying to greet others.

e How to do it: Before you expect your Great Dane to meet guests or
interact in situations where they might jump, ensure they've had a
walk, playtime, or mental challenges like puzzle toys to burn off some
energy.

6. Consistency is Key

e Why it works: Great Danes learn through repetition and consistency.
If you're consistent in not rewarding jumping and rewarding calm
behavior, your Great Dane will begin to understand what is expected of
them.

e How to do it: Ensure all family members and guests follow the same
rules—no petting or giving attention when the Great Dane jumps, and
only reward calm behavior.

7. Train with Leash Control (If Necessary)

e Why it works: If your Great Dane tends to jump when you're out in
public or when guests arrive at your door, controlling the situation with
a leash can help you manage the behavior.

e How to do it: When guests arrive, have your Great Dane on a leash.
Gently guide them into a sitting position and reward them when they
stay calm. This gives you more control over the situation until they
learn the appropriate behavior.

8. Give Time to Calm Down Before Interaction

e Why it works: Some Great Danes jump excitedly when they’'ve been
apart from you for a while. Giving them a moment to calm down helps
them settle before greeting them.

e How to do it: When you return home or when someone enters, give
your Great Dane a few moments to calm down before interacting with
them. You can sit quietly or ask them to lie down before giving
attention.



Conclusion:

Jumping is a natural behavior for many Great Danes, but with patience and
the right redirection techniques, you can teach your Great Dane to greet
people calmly and calmly. Focus on rewarding calm behaviors, providing
consistency, and teaching alternative behaviors like sitting or staying. With
time and practice, your Great Dane will learn to greet you and others
without jumping.

Polite Greetings 101: Teach Your Great Dane to Greet People Calimly
Without Losing Their Enthusiasm

A well-mannered Great Dane who greets people politely without jumping or
overwhelming others is a joy to be around and makes interactions more
pleasant. Here's how to teach your Great Dane to greet guests calmly while
maintaining their excitement and enthusiasm.

Step-by-Step Guide to Teaching Polite Greetings:

1. Set the Right Expectations with Calmness

e Goal: Teach your Great Dane that calm behavior is what earns them
attention and interaction, even when they are excited to see someone.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: Begin with a “sit” or “stay” command. This gives your
Great Dane a way to channel their excitement into a calm and
controlled position.

o Step 2: Use a leash or harness to control their movement during

initial training. This helps prevent jumping and gives you more
control.

2. Practice the Greeting in Controlled Environments



e Goal: Create a calm environment where you can practice greeting
behaviors without distractions.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: Have a family member or friend knock on the door or
walk into the room.

o Step 2: Before the door opens or the person enters, instruct
your Great Dane to “sit” or “stay.” If they try to jump or get
overly excited, calmly redirect them back to the sitting position.

o Step 3: Reward them with praise or treats when they stay
seated calmly.

3. Use Positive Reinforcement for Calm Behavior

e Goal: Reinforce calm behavior with rewards, so your Great Dane
associates polite greetings with something positive.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: When your Great Dane remains seated or calm,
immediately reward them with praise, petting, or a treat.

o Step 2: Gradually increase the duration of calm behavior before
rewarding them. For example, at first, reward after 2-3 seconds,
and over time, extend this to longer periods.

o Step 3: If your Great Dane stands or jumps, gently guide them
back into a sitting position without reacting emotionally and wait
for calm behavior before rewarding them.

4. Introduce the Excitement Gradually

e Goal: Help your Great Dane learn how to handle excitement when
greeting guests.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: Have someone (like a friend or family member) stand at
a distance from your Great Dane while you practice the sit or
stay command.



o Step 2: Slowly decrease the distance between your Great Dane
and the person over time, rewarding calm behavior at each step.
This way, your Great Dane learns to maintain composure even
when excitement builds.

o Step 3: As your Great Dane progresses, allow them to be
released from the "stay" command after maintaining calmness
for a few seconds. Once released, allow them to greet the person
enthusiastically but only after they have behaved calmly.

5. Introduce the "Polite Greeting" Cue

e Goal: Teach your Great Dane a special cue that signals it’s okay to
greet someone but with calmness.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: While your Great Dane sits calmly, introduce a cue word
like “say hello” or “greet.”

o Step 2: Allow your Great Dane to greet the person by walking
calmly toward them. If your Great Dane stays composed, reward
them.

o Step 3: If they get overly excited or jump, guide them back into
a sitting position and wait for calmness before resuming the
greeting.

6. Reward Calmness in Different Scenarios

e Goal: Ensure that your Great Dane can greet people politely, whether
at the door, during walks, or at the park.

¢ How to do it:

o Step 1: Practice greeting behavior in various situations. This
could include having guests at your home, greeting strangers on
walks, or meeting people in different environments.

o Step 2: Each time your Great Dane greets someone calmly,
reward them with a treat or praise to reinforce the behavior.

o Step 3: If they jump or become too excited, gently guide them
back into a calm sitting position and wait for them to calm down
before allowing interaction.

7. Teach the "Off" or "Down" Command for Jumping



e Goal: Have a specific command for when your Great Dane starts to
jump, redirecting their excitement into calm behavior.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: When your Great Dane jumps, calmly say "off" or
"down," guiding them back to the floor.

o Step 2: Reward them with a treat or praise once they are calm.

o Step 3: Continue this until your Great Dane associates the
command with getting down and becoming calm, instead of
receiving attention by jumping.

8. Make Greetings Fun but Controlled

e Goal: Allow your Great Dane to maintain their enthusiasm but within
limits.

e How to do it:
o Step 1: After your Great Dane has greeted someone calmly, you
can release them to play or interact with the guest. This allows
them to express their excitement in a controlled way.

o Step 2: For example, after your Great Dane sits and stays calm
during the greeting, you can encourage them to engage in play
or allow a short petting session. This makes the experience
rewarding and fun but controlled.

Conclusion:

By using patience, consistency, and positive reinforcement, you can teach
your Great Dane to greet people politely without losing their excitement. The
key is to balance calmness with enthusiasm, rewarding good behavior and
teaching your Great Dane how to express their joy properly. With practice,
your Great Dane will learn that calm greetings lead to positive interactions,
making them more enjoyable for everyone involved.

Module 5: Keeping Your Great Dane Engaged
and Happy

Lesson 1: Mental Stimulation for a Happy Great Dane

Brain Games Your Great Dane Will Love: Keeping Their Mind Sharp



Engaging your Great Dane in brain games is a fantastic way to boost their
mental stimulation, reduce boredom, and strengthen your bond. Great
Danes, like humans, need mental exercise to stay healthy and happy, and
the best part is, there are plenty of fun activities to choose from. Below are
some brain games you can incorporate into your Great Dane’s routine to
keep them mentally sharp and entertained.

1. Puzzle Toys

Puzzle toys are designed to challenge your Great Dane’s problem-solving
skills and can be a great way to keep them engaged for longer periods.

e How It Works: Puzzle toys usually involve hiding treats or food
inside, and your Great Dane has to figure out how to open
compartments or manipulate pieces to get to the reward.

e Benefits: These toys can help enhance cognitive function, slow
eating, and provide entertainment.

e Types of Puzzie Toys:
o KONG Classic: Stuff it with peanut butter, kibble, or frozen
treats to keep your Great Dane occupied.

o Interactive Puzzle Boards: Toys where your Great Dane needs
to slide, open, or rotate pieces to access the hidden rewards.

o Snuffle Mats: Hide kibble or treats in the fabric, and your Great
Dane must "sniff" them out.

2. Sniffing Games

Great Danes have incredible noses, and sniffing games tap into this instinct
while providing great mental stimulation.

e Find the Treats: Hide small treats or kibble around the house or yard
and encourage your Great Dane to use their nose to find them. Start
with easy spots and gradually increase the difficulty as they get better



at sniffing.

e Towel Roll: Take a towel, roll it up, and hide a treat inside. Let your
Great Dane figure out how to unroll or dig through to get to the
reward.

e Scent Trails: Create a scent trail by dragging a treat along the
ground, and have your Great Dane follow the trail to its end. This
simulates tracking behavior and offers a fun challenge.

3. Hide and Seek

Hide and seek is a fantastic way to engage your Great Dane in a mentally
stimulating and interactive game.

e How It Works: Start by having your Great Dane stay in one room (or
use a “stay” command), and then go hide in another part of the house.
Call their name, and encourage them to find you.

e Level Up: As your Great Dane gets the hang of it, increase the
difficulty by finding more hidden spots or staying out of sight for
longer.

e Benefits: This game reinforces recall, enhances problem-solving
skills, and provides a great bonding experience.

4. Trick Training

Teaching your Great Dane new tricks not only improves their obedience but
also exercises their brain.
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e Basic Commands: Reinforce basic commands like “sit,” “stay,” “roll
over,” or “high five.” While these are familiar, consistently practicing
and rewarding can keep your Great Dane’s brain sharp.

e New Tricks: Teach more complex tricks like “fetch the leash,” “play
dead,” or “spin.” Use treats or toys as rewards.

e Use Clicker Training: If your Great Dane is responsive to clicker
training, incorporate it into trick training to make learning more



effective and fun.

e Interactive Training: For example, teach your Great Dane how to
put their toys away by guiding them through the process step by step.

5. The Shell Game

The shell game is a fun and challenging brain exercise that taps into your
Great Dane’s sense of smell and memory.

e How It Works: Take three cups (or containers), place a treat under
one of them, and shuffle them around. Then, let your Great Dane sniff
and guess which cup holds the treat.

e Benefits: This game exercises your Great Dane’s memory,
problem-solving, and scent tracking abilities.

e Level Up: As your Great Dane gets better, increase the speed at which
you shuffle the cups or add more cups to make it more challenging.

6. Name Recognition

Teaching your Great Dane to recognize the names of their toys or different
objects is an excellent mental exercise.

¢ How It Works: Start by saying the name of a specific toy while
holding it up, like “ball” or “rope.” When your Great Dane touches or
interacts with the toy, reward them.

e Gradual Progression: Over time, add more toys to the mix and say
their names before encouraging your Great Dane to select the correct
one.

e Benefits: This game sharpens your Great Dane’s memory and teaches
them to differentiate between objects.

7. Treat-Dispensing Toys



Treat-dispensing toys keep your Great Dane engaged and encourage them to
problem-solve.

e How It Works: These toys dispense treats when your Great Dane
manipulates them correctly, either by rolling, chewing, or pressing
specific parts.

e Types of Treat-Dispensing Toys:
o Tug-A-Jug: This toy dispenses treats when your Great Dane

rolls and tugs on it.

o Bob-A-Lot: A weighted treat dispenser that bobbles around as
your Great Dane plays with it.

e Benefits: These toys provide mental stimulation and keep your Great
Dane entertained for extended periods.

8. Food Dispensing Puzzle Mats

Similar to puzzle toys, food dispensing mats require your Great Dane to
solve a puzzle to access their food or treats.

e How It Works: You spread kibble or treats over a fabric mat that has
multiple hiding spots. Your Great Dane will have to use their nose and
paws to uncover the hidden food.

e Benefits: These mats are great for slow feeding and mental
stimulation, especially for Great Danes who tend to eat too quickly.

9. Great Danegy Obstacle Course

Building a DIY obstacle course in your home or backyard is a fun and
creative way to challenge your Great Dane mentally and physically.

e How It Works: Set up a series of obstacles like tunnels, jumps, and
weaves. Guide your Great Dane through the course while encouraging
them to think critically about how to get through each section.

e Benefits: Obstacle courses provide both mental and physical exercise,
and they’re a fun bonding experience for you and your Great Dane.



10. Interactive Great Dane Apps

There are also Great Dane-friendly apps designed to stimulate your Great
Dane's mind.

e Examples:
o PetTutor: A tablet-based app that helps you teach your Great
Dane commands and tricks while engaging their brain with

interactive games.

o Pooch Play: An interactive screen game that provides sounds
and images to grab your Great Dane's attention and get them

thinking.

11. The Muffin Tin Game

This simple game is a great way to challenge your Great Dane’s
problem-solving skills.

e How It Works: Place treats in a muffin tin and cover each slot with a
tennis ball or other object. Your Great Dane will need to figure out how
to remove the balls to access the treats.

e Benefits: This game improves your Great Dane’s memory, dexterity,
and mental focus.

By incorporating these fun and engaging brain games into your Great Dane's
routine, you can help ensure they stay mentally sharp, entertained, and
happy. Mental stimulation is just as important as physical exercise for your
Great Dane’s overall well-being, so make sure to balance both in their daily

activities.

Creating a Daily Enrichment Routine: Keeping Your Great Dane’s
Mind and Body Active



A well-rounded enrichment routine is essential for keeping your Great Dane
mentally and physically stimulated. Enrichment activities help prevent
boredom, reduce stress, and foster a stronger bond between you and your
Great Dane. Here’s a simple and balanced daily enrichment routine to keep
your Great Dane happy, healthy, and mentally sharp.

1. Morning Walk (15-30 minutes)

Purpose: Physical exercise and mental stimulation.

Activity: Start the day with a brisk walk around your neighborhood or
nearby park. Walking provides much-needed physical exercise and offers an
opportunity for your Great Dane to explore different smells, sounds, and
sights, stimulating their mind. You can vary the route or take them to
different environments for added excitement.

Bonus Tip: Incorporate loose-leash walking training during the walk to
reinforce good behavior and focus.

2. Interactive Play Session (10-15 minutes)

Purpose: Bonding, physical exercise, and mental challenge.

Activity: Engage your Great Dane in an interactive play session with their

favorite toy. You can play tug-of-war, fetch, or use a flirt pole to encourage

your Great Dane to chase and jump. These games help burn off energy and
also require mental focus, as your Great Dane has to figure out how to get

the toy.

Bonus Tip: Use treats or toys to reward calm and controlled play behavior.

3. Puzzle Toys or Food Dispensing Toys (15-20 minutes)
Purpose: Mental stimulation.

Activity: Use a puzzle toy or food-dispensing toy like a KONG or a snuffle
mat. Fill the toy with treats or their regular kibble, and let your Great Dane



work to retrieve the food. These toys provide mental stimulation and can
slow down eating while keeping your Great Dane occupied.

Bonus Tip: Start with easy-to-solve puzzles and gradually increase the
difficulty level as your Great Dane gets better at the game.

4. Training Session (5-10 minutes)
Purpose: Mental exercise and reinforcement of good behavior.

Activity: Dedicate a few minutes each day to training. This can include
reinforcing basic commands (sit, stay, come) or teaching new tricks. Training
helps stimulate your Great Dane’s mind and strengthens your
communication with them.

Bonus Tip: Keep training sessions short and positive. Use high-value treats
to motivate your Great Dane.

5. Scent Games (10-15 minutes)
Purpose: Mental challenge and sensory stimulation.

Activity: Hide treats or toys around the house or yard and encourage your
Great Dane to search for them using their nose. Scent games allow your
Great Dane to tap into their natural sniffing abilities and engage their brain
in problem-solving.

Bonus Tip: Start by hiding treats in easy-to-find spots, then increase the
difficulty level as your Great Dane gets the hang of it.

6. Rest Period (1-2 hours)
Purpose: Recharging and relaxation.
Activity: After your morning activities, give your Great Dane a break. Great

Danes need quiet time to rest and recover from their exertion. Make sure
they have a comfy space where they can relax and nap.



Bonus Tip: Provide calming toys, like a soft chew or a plush, to help them
unwind during this time.

7. Afternoon Walk or Play Session (15-20 minutes)

Purpose: Physical exercise and socialization.

Activity: Take your Great Dane for a second walk or engage in another play
session. This afternoon activity is a good opportunity to let your Great Dane

burn off any extra energy they may have built up throughout the day.

Bonus Tip: If your Great Dane is social, consider walking them in areas
where they can meet other Great Danes for socialization.

8. Brain Games or Trick Training (10-15 minutes)
Purpose: Mental stimulation and challenge.

Activity: Incorporate a fun brain game or trick training session into your
Great Dane’s routine. You can try teaching them a new trick, like “spin,”
“high five,” or “roll over.” Alternatively, you can play the “shell game” (hiding
treats under cups) or use interactive puzzle toys.

Bonus Tip: Be patient and make the training fun for your Great Dane by
rewarding them with treats and praise.

9. Evening Relaxation Time (10-20 minutes)
Purpose: Bonding and relaxation.

Activity: Wind down the day with a calm bonding session. This can be a
gentle petting session, a snuggle on the couch, or a slow, relaxed walk.
Evening relaxation helps your Great Dane wind down before bedtime and
creates a peaceful connection between you and your dog.

Bonus Tip: If your Great Dane enjoys it, you can provide them with a soft
chew or bone for some quiet enjoyment during this time.



10. Bedtime Routine

Purpose: Calm down and sleep preparation.

Activity: Establish a bedtime routine before bed to signal that it’s time for
your Great Dane to settle down. This can involve a final potty break, a light
grooming session, or a calming activity like listening to soft music or a Great
Dane-specific audio to promote sleep.

Bonus Tip: Create a consistent sleep schedule so your Great Dane knows
when it’s time for rest.

Summary of the Daily Enrichment Routine:

Morning Walk: Physical and mental exercise (15-30 minutes)
Interactive Play: Bonding and exercise (10-15 minutes)

Puzzle or Food Dispensing Toys: Mental stimulation (15-20
minutes)

Training Session: Reinforcing good behavior (5-10 minutes)

Scent Games: Mental challenge and sensory stimulation (10-15
minutes)

Rest Period: Quiet time and relaxation (1-2 hours)

Afternoon Walk or Play: Additional exercise (15-20 minutes)
Brain Games/Trick Training: Mental stimulation (10-15 minutes)
Evening Relaxation: Bonding and winding down (10-20 minutes)

Bedtime Routine: Calming activities and rest (Varies)

Incorporating these activities into your Great Dane’s daily routine will ensure
they stay mentally and physically active, which is crucial for their overall
well-being. Regular enrichment prevents undesirable behaviors and



strengthens your bond with your Great Dane and keeps them happy and
fulfilled.

Lesson 2: Maintaining Positive Training Long-Term

Consistency is Key: Integrating Training into Everyday Life for
Lasting Results

Training your Great Dane isn't just about formal sessions—it's about
embedding lessons into daily interactions and activities. Consistency in your
approach ensures that your Great Dane understands expectations and
reinforces positive behaviors over time. Here’s how to integrate training
seamlessly into everyday life:

1. Be Consistent with Commands

Why it matters: Great Danes learn by association, and using the same
word for the same action helps them understand and respond faster.

How to apply:

e Always use the same verbal cue for each behavior (e.g., "sit," "stay,"

"come").

e Avoid switching commands or using different variations (e.g., don’t
alternate between "down" and "lay").

e Consistency in your tone and body language will also reinforce the
message.

2. Reinforce Good Behavior Immediately

Why it matters: Great Danes have short attention spans and link rewards
with immediate actions. The sooner you reward a behavior, the clearer it is
to your Great Dane what they did right.

How to apply:

e Reward your Great Dane instantly when they exhibit the desired
behavior (e.g., sit, stay, or calmness).



Use treats, praise, or a favorite toy as a reward.

Be prompt with your rewards, and don’t wait too long after the
behavior occurs.

3. Incorporate Training into Daily Activities

Why it matters: Great Danes learn best when training is a part of their
normal routine, rather than being limited to specific "training sessions."

How to apply:

Leash training: When going for walks, practice loose-leash walking or
recall (come when called).

Greeting guests: Train your Great Dane to greet people politely
without jumping by using commands like "sit" or "stay."

Feeding time: Use this as an opportunity for "sit" or "wait" before
giving your Great Dane their food.

Playtime: Reinforce "drop it," "leave it," or "bring it" during play
sessions with toys.

4. Set Clear Boundaries and Expectations

Why it matters: Clear boundaries help your Great Dane understand what's
expected of them in different situations, reducing confusion.

How to apply:

Set consistent house rules (e.g., no jumping on the furniture, no
begging for food).

Keep your commands clear and enforce boundaries calmly, without
punishment.

If you don't want your Great Dane to do something, consistently
redirect or prevent it (e.g., if they jump on the couch, guide them to
their designated spot).



5. Make Training a Fun, Positive Experience

Why it matters: Training should be enjoyable for you and your Great Dane
to maintain motivation. Positive reinforcement builds a strong bond.

How to apply:

Use rewards your Great Dane loves—treats, toys, praise—to motivate
them.

Keep training sessions short, upbeat, and fun to avoid frustration.
Include play and praise as rewards, and avoid overusing corrections.

Introduce new games or tricks to keep your Great Dane from getting
bored during training.

6. Use Daily Routines as Training Opportunities

Why it matters: You already have structured activities throughout the day,
so why not use them as opportunities for training?

How to apply:

Morning routine: Start the day by practicing "sit" and "stay" before
you put on your Great Dane's leash for the walk.

Bath time: Use calm during bath time to reinforce quiet behavior or
"Stay."

Evening calm down: Before bedtime, practice relaxation skills like
"settle" or "place."

7. Be Patient and Persistent

Why it matters: Great Danes, like humans, need time to learn and adapt.
Patience ensures that your Great Dane doesn’t get frustrated or confused.



How to apply:

Avoid rushing your Great Dane—if they don’t respond immediately,
stay calm and patient.

Be persistent and practice regularly, but avoid overwhelming your
Great Dane with too many commands or too long a session.

Celebrate small successes to build confidence in your Great Dane.

8. Train All Family Members and Caregivers

Why it matters: Consistency across all household members helps prevent
confusion.

How to apply:

Ensure everyone in the household uses the same commands and
reinforces good behavior.

Make sure all caregivers or family members understand and follow the
rules for consistency.

For example, if one person allows jumping and another doesn't, the
Great Dane will get mixed signals.

9. Generalize Training to Different Environments

Why it matters: Training in different environments helps your Great Dane
respond to commands no matter where they are.

How to apply:

Practice basic commands in various locations: inside the house, in the
yard, on walks, or at the park.

Start with minimal distractions and gradually increase the difficulty by
adding new challenges (e.g., distractions like people, Great Danes, or



cars).

e Reward your Great Dane for responding well in different settings,
reinforcing that good behavior applies everywhere.

10. Manage Setbacks Gracefully

Why it matters: Every Great Dane will experience setbacks or moments of
inconsistency, but that doesn't mean progress stops.

How to apply:

e If your Great Dane struggles to maintain a behavior, revisit the basics
or go back to more straightforward steps.

e Don’t scold your Great Dane—adjust your approach and be patient as
you work through the challenge.

e Focus on small wins and build back up to bigger successes.

Summary of Key Points for Integrating Training into Everyday Life:
e Consistency: Use the same commands and reward immediately.

¢ Reinforce good behavior: Through rewards like treats, praise, or
toys.

e Incorporate training into daily life: Use walks, mealtime, and
playtime to reinforce lessons.

e Set clear boundaries: Consistently redirect unwanted behaviors.
e Make training fun: Keep it positive and varied.
e Use routines: Turn daily activities into training opportunities.

e Be patient: Great Danes need time to learn and adapt.



e Include all family members: Ensure consistency across all
caregivers.

e Generalize: Train in different environments to make behaviors
reliable.

e Handle setbacks gracefully: Adjust and stay patient when needed.

By making training a part of your daily routine and being consistent, you'll
help your Great Dane understand what's expected of them and make lasting
progress. With time, patience, and positive reinforcement, you'll build a
strong, well-behaved Great Dane who is a joy to have by your side.

Celebrating Progress: Reflect on Your Journey and Discover Ways to
Keep Building on Your Success

Training your Great Dane is a journey that requires patience, dedication, and
consistency. As you look back on your progress, it's important to
acknowledge both the small victories and the bigger milestones you've
achieved. Reflecting on your journey helps you appreciate the hard work
you've put in and motivates you to continue building on your success. Here’'s
how to celebrate your progress and set the stage for continued growth:

1. Recognize and Celebrate Small Wins

Why it matters: Each step forward, no matter how small, is a sign of
progress. Celebrating these moments builds confidence in both you and your
Great Dane.

How to apply:

e Acknowledge milestones: Whether your Great Dane learned a new
trick, improved their recall, or greeted someone calmly, celebrate
every success.

e Use positive reinforcement: Every time your Great Dane performs a
behavior correctly, reward them immediately with treats, praise, or a
favorite toy.



e Document progress: Take note of how far you've come, whether it's
through photos, videos, or journaling. This helps you reflect on growth
and see your hard work paying off.

2. Reflect on the Journey

Why it matters: Reflecting helps you gain perspective on your training
process, understand what’s worked, and identify areas for improvement.

How to apply:

e Review initial goals: Go back to your goals when you started
training. Are they still the same? Have they evolved?

e Celebrate improvements: Even if you haven’t mastered everything
yet, look at how far your Great Dane has come. Perhaps your Great
Dane’s attention span has improved, or they’ve become more focused
during training.

e Evaluate challenges: Reflect on what was difficult and how you
overcame those obstacles. Did you find creative solutions, or did your
Great Dane make a breakthrough after persistent effort?

3. Set New Goals for Continued Growth

Why it matters: Training is a lifelong process, and setting new challenges
ensures that you and your Great Dane keep learning and growing.

How to apply:

e Build on existing skills: If your Great Dane has mastered basic
commands like "sit" and "stay," start working on more advanced skills
such as "roll over," "spin," or agility training.

e Increase difficulty gradually: As your Great Dane becomes more
proficient, raise the difficulty level in training (e.g., longer "stay"
durations or practicing recall in busier environments).



e Keep training fun: Add variety by introducing new games, tricks, or
activities. You can even explore canine sports or activities like nose
work, agility, or obedience competitions.

4. Keep Your Great Dane Mentally and Physically Engaged

Why it matters: Ongoing mental and physical stimulation keeps your Great
Dane’s brain sharp, builds a stronger bond, and prevents boredom-related
behaviors.

How to apply:

e Daily enrichment: Incorporate brain games, puzzle toys, and sniffing
games into your Great Dane’s routine.

e Exercise and play: Physical activity is just as important as mental
stimulation. Keep walks fun by adding new routes, playing fetch, or
allowing time for your Great Dane to explore.

e Rotate toys: Keep playtime exciting by introducing different toys and
challenges regularly.

5. Strengthen Your Bond with Quality Time

Why it matters: Your relationship with your Great Dane is the foundation of
their success in training. The stronger your bond, the more willing they will
work with you.

How to apply:

e Enjoy together time: Spend quality time with your Great Dane
outside of training sessions. Whether cuddling, walking, or engaging in
fun activities, the more positive experiences you share, the stronger
your bond will become.

e Be patient and loving: Remain patient as your Great Dane grows,
and celebrate every success with love and praise. Your encouragement
helps foster trust and makes training enjoyable for your Great Dane.



6. Share Your Achievements

Why it matters: Sharing your success with others can boost your
motivation and provide support from fellow Great Dane owners.

How to apply:

e Join training communities: Connect with other Great Dane owners
online or in person to share tips and success stories.

e Celebrate milestones with others: Let friends, family, or even your
Great Dane’s vet know about your progress. They'll be happy to hear
about your achievements, and it can be a great confidence boost.

e Share videos or photos: Show off your Great Dane’s new skills on
social media or with loved ones. It's a great way to share the joy of
training and inspire others.

7. Stay Flexible and Adjust as Needed

Why it matters: The training process is dynamic, and you may encounter
new challenges or changes in your Great Dane’s behavior. Being flexible
allows you to continue moving forward.

How to apply:

e Adapt your approach: If you hit a plateau or your Great Dane faces
new distractions, be willing to adjust your training methods or set new
goals.

e Troubleshoot setbacks: If a specific behavior isn’t improving, break
it down further into smaller steps. Maybe you need more
reinforcement or a change in the training environment.



e Embrace the process: Understand that training isn’t always linear,
and setbacks are a natural part of the journey. Celebrate every tiny
progress.

8. Make Training Part of Your Lifestyle

Why it matters: The more training becomes a part of everyday life, the
less you’ll need to focus on specific “training sessions,” and the more natural
the behaviors will become.

How to apply:

e Incorporate training into daily routines: Keep practicing
commands and reinforcing good behavior throughout the day—during
walks, at mealtime, or when guests arrive.

e Set realistic expectations: Understand that behaviors take time to
solidify. Keep practicing and stay consistent, and your Great Dane will
continue to improve.

e Celebrate ongoing success: Even when training isn’t “formal,”
acknowledge and reward good behavior whenever you see it.

In Conclusion:

Celebrating progress in your Great Dane’s training journey is an essential
part of creating a lasting and positive relationship. By reflecting on your
achievements, setting new goals, and continuing to build on your Great
Dane’s success, you're ensuring that the bond between you both remains
strong and that your Great Dane stays mentally and physically engaged.
Celebrate each milestone, no matter how small, and remember that with
love, patience, and consistency, you and your Great Dane can achieve great
things together.

Course Wrap-Up: You Did It! &

Congratulations! You’ve completed The Happy Gentle Giant course.
Your hard work and dedication have laid the foundation for a lifetime



of happiness and obedience. Remember: training is an ongoing
journey, so keep practicing, learning, and loving every step of the
way.

Now, grab some treats and go celebrate with your happy,
well-behaved pup! “;



